
Special Borough Council Meeting      May 11, 2020 

 

A Special Virtual Conference Meeting of Souderton Borough Council was called to 

order, on the above date, at 7:02 pm by Council President Brian Goshow with the following 

members present: 

 

President Brian K. Goshow Councillor Edward Huber 

Vice-President Julie Munden Mayor John R. Reynolds 

Councillor Donna Rogers Solicitor Charlotte Hunsberger 

Councillor Ned Leight  

Councillor Richard Godshall Borough Manager P. Michael Coll 

Councillor Matthew Mscichowski EMC and PW Director Steven R. Coll 

Councillor Daryl Littlefield Police Chief James P. Leary 

  

 Absent from this meeting was Borough Councillor Daniel Yocum.   

 

 Council President Brian Goshow noted the primary purpose of the virtual conference is to 

receive updates on the status of the COVID-19 Emergency Declaration, reports from the 

Emergency Management Coordinator, Public Works, Police Chief and Borough Manager on 

municipal operations and to discuss preparations for future meetings. This meeting will not be 

recorded. Minutes of this virtual conference will be taken by the Borough Manager and posted to 

the website for public review and comment.  

 

 Council President Brian Goshow started with an update from the Borough Manager. The 

Borough Manager noted that effective Monday, May 4th the Borough Office resumed normal 

daily operations from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, with full staffing. A plexi-glass screen was installed 

over the administrative office counter and the lobby is open to the public. Masks must be worn to 

enter the lobby and hand sanitizing stations have been installed in the lobby and at other the 

entrances. The front vestibule will continue to be open 24/7 for delivery of mail and payment of 

utility bills. The quarterly sewer billing was sent out with a slightly extended due date. President 

Goshow noted recent correspondence with Franconia concerning high BOD levels coming into 

the waste water treatment plant from the Franconia Banbury sewer pump station. The Borough 

Manager noted that typical residential sewer will have a BOD loading of 200 mg/l, the Franconia 

Pump Station has developed a history of loadings ranging from 400 to 500 mg/l and most 

recently had a sample in excess of 800 mg/l. This loading must be addressed to avoid a potential 

plant overload. 

 

 Public Works Director Steven Coll reported that crews have completed a very heavy 

brush collection. Mowing and street sweeping continues this week. Flags will be installed for the 

Memorial Day Holiday. Crews are preparing to replace a sewer manhole at Main Street and 

Harrison Avenue. Steve Coll is working on scheduling base repairs on S. Fifth Street associated 

with the North Penn Water Authority main replacement project. He is also working to schedule 

the paving in Woods Alley, however, another storm drain tap needs to be completed for an 

additional residence. Mayor Reynolds questioned the status of street markings at Berkeley Court 

Phase 2A. Steve Coll noted that the Borough received notice that the developer is scheduled to 



come in next week to address some of the punch list items for the development. Revised 

markings might be addressed at this time. Mayor Reynolds also questioned scheduled work 

planned for the Community Park project. Steven Coll noted that work has been scheduled to 

pressure wash the Bandshell in preparation for painting towards the end of this month. Test holes 

were dug in the Community Park to assist the Borough Engineer with finalizing plans for storm 

water management. The Borough Manager added that Bergey’s Electric is scheduled to replace 

the stage lighting and add accent lighting along the front stone wall. Trout Brothers will remove 

the flag stone cap that is in poor condition and replace with a poured in place concrete cap. There 

is significant hydraulic pressure against the back of the stone wall. A stone drainage bed will be 

added to the rear of the wall with weep holes to relieve this pressure. Indian Valley Masonry has 

been contracted to repoint the wall. Borough crews will replace the storm drain line and inlets in 

front of the Bandshell, but will defer the larger storm drainage work until later in the year. We 

are also making improvements to the pavilion and will add security cameras to oversee the park. 

 

 Emergency Management Coordinator Steven R. Coll noted that the Montgomery County 

website continues to be the best source of information concerning the COVID-19 emergency 

declaration. Montgomery County had 101 new cases identified today with the number of cases in 

Souderton Borough rising to 61. Governor Wolf has extended the stay at home restrictions for 

southeastern Pennsylvania through June 4, 2020.  

 

 Police Chief Jim Leary reported that the Souderton Police Department continues to be 

fully staffed. Call volume is rather low and they continue to observe voluntary compliance with 

the COVID-19 restrictions. Chief Leary summarized statistics for our local food pantries. 

Emmanuel Lutheran is doing an excellent job, now surpassing 7,000 total meals. 

 

 Council President Brian Goshow discussed a possible Special Meeting during the week of 

May 25th to receive staff reports and plan for the next regular Borough Council meeting on June 

1, 2020 which most probably will be held via Zoom. He will communicate the next meeting to 

Borough Council.  

 

 Councillor Julie Munden provided a report on the progress of the Police Chief Selection 

Committee. Committee members met last Thursday evening, May 7th, to review the initial 

recommendation of candidates provided by SafeCity. We are fortunate to have a very strong field 

of candidates. The Committee is now working on scheduling a meeting with SafeCity to discuss 

and finalize the selected field of candidates to move forward in the process.  

 

There being no further business, the special meeting was adjourned at 7:27 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

P. Michael Coll 

Borough Secretary 


